	UCD RISK ASSESSMENT – UCDA10

INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL 



	Introduction

	University employees and postgraduate students may on occasion be required to engage in international travel associated with their work duties. International travel may expose a person to risks associated with the specific geographical area being visited such as biological agents / infectious diseases, political unrest or natural phenomena. International travel is defined as any approved travel for work purposes outside of the Republic of Ireland. 

	Persons at Risk

	All persons undertaking international travel are at risk.

	Date of Assessment
	16/08/24
	Completed By
	UCD SIRC Office

	Risk Assessment
	Probability Rating
	Outcome Rating
	Risk Rating

	
	Likely
	Harmful
	Moderate Risk

	Measures Required to Reduce Risk

	1. Before embarking on any approved international travel employees and postgraduate students must consult the UCD Travel Policy which applies to all persons undertaking approved travel on behalf of the University. The approval and notification requirements under this policy must be followed to ensure that there is adequate insurance cover in place. Further details are also available on the University SIRC Office website.
2. Reference should be made to the UCD Travel and Travel Safely Guides in advance of any international travel.
3. Before travelling, all persons must consult the Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA)
. In particular travellers must check the Travel Advice that is in place for the country they are traveling to. The DFA has travel advice on its website for all countries, and this advice will be of particular importance for areas where there may be civil or political unrest, infectious diseases are prevalent, natural disasters have recently occurred, there are safety / security concerns, or unusual travel restrictions / entry requirements exist. 
4. Any person planning international travel to a country / area with a Do Not Travel or Avoid Non-Essential Travel DFA advisory in place must complete a High-Risk International Travel Risk Assessment. No travel to areas subject to these DFA warnings can take place without prior University approval. 

5. All persons travelling abroad are encouraged to register their contact details with their home country government travel advisory, for Irish citizens this is through the DFA. 
6. All persons travelling abroad must adhere to all local laws and customs at their travel destination.
7. Before travelling, all persons must establish what vaccinations may be required for travel to that area and whether any potential health risks are prevalent in the areas of travel. 

8. Persons with pre-existing illnesses or medical conditions should not travel against the advice of their medical practitioner. Based on the nature of the underlying condition, persons travelling may need to seek medical advice before travelling. 
9. Any person with a pre-existing condition that may be exacerbated by the nature of their travel / travel destination, or who is concerned about the impact of a particular health risk e.g. infectious disease, air quality. is advised to seek medical advice before travelling. Employees can discuss the need for a referral to UCD’s Occupational Health Providers with their Head of School / Unit / Line Manger. 
10. In the event of an unforeseen emergency situation when abroad, for example, natural disaster, terrorist event or other catastrophe, follow the advice of local authorities and contact the Irish Embassy or Consulate (or that of your home country) in country for advice and support. Ensure you have easy access to your travel insurers emergency contact numbers (available from UCD SIRC Office prior to travel).
11. All persons travelling should ensure they have contact information for the emergency services in their country of travel and that a family member or friend at home is aware of your travel plans and how to reach you. 
12. Employees must not knowingly place themselves in any danger when working abroad and must not enter into any situation that may put them at risk.
13. All international travel that involves fieldwork is subject to a Fieldwork Risk Assessment.

14. Seasonal risk factors, such as extreme weather conditions, should be considered when choosing a time to undertake travel. 
15. In areas where air pollution / air quality issues are present, persons travelling should monitor air pollution levels, follow the advice of local authorities and reduce their exposure to air pollution where possible by staying indoors.  Consideration should be given to wearing a suitable facemask (FFP3) when outdoors and air quality levels are poor. 

16. If travelling to a region which is subject to a disease outbreak then travellers must check first the DFA advice before traveling and when in country adhere to all local authority issued advice.  
17. If involved in laboratory-based work whilst abroad then all local safety requirements must be adhered to.

18. If hiring a vehicle abroad suitable insurance cover must be obtained locally. The employee hiring the vehicle is responsible for ensuring this cover is in place. Any decision to hire a car locally should be made after careful consideration of your own experience and the nature of the driving culture in that country. In some areas it is far safer to hire a car and local driver than to drive yourself. 

	Residual risk

(when all control measures have been implemented)
	Probability Rating 
	Outcome Rating 
	Risk Rating

	
	Unlikely
	Harmful
	Acceptable Risk

	Residual risk acceptable
	Yes

	Revision History
	Rev. 0 Issued 01/08/2007.
Rev. 1 Issued 15/05/2009 – Control measures 10 and 11 added.
Rev. 2. Issued 29/05/2015 – Control measures 2 and 6 added.
Rev. 3 Issued 30/04/2019 - Reviewed and approved.
Rev. 4 Issued 05/08/2020 – Workplace Covid 19 Risk section added.
Rev. 5 Issued 24/02/2023 – Removal of Covid-19 section and content reviewed.
Rev. 6 Issued 16/08/2024 – Update to document to include reference to UCD Travel Policy requirements and additional travel advisory sections.

	Risk Rating Method
	Risk Rating = Likelihood of risk occurring x Severity of outcome

    Severity

Likelihood

Low

Medium

High

Low

Trivial

Acceptable

Moderate

Medium

Acceptable

Moderate

Substantial

High

Moderate

Substantial

Intolerable

Assessment of Likelihood and Severity

Severity of Outcome

Likelihood of Exposure

Low

Slightly Harmful

Unlikely

Medium

Harmful

Likely

High

Very Harmful

Very Likely



	Risk Assessment Review and Update (completed by the local area reviewing this risk assessment)
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